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Fact Sheet|Mice 

Preventive tips for mice control  

Our experience tells us that with proper food storage, elimination of clutter, good exclusion practices and 

trapping, most mice problems can be resolved without the use of pesticides. Use these tips to ensure 

proper mice prevention in your buildings: 

 

Pack it away properly. 

Paper towels over a plate of cookies, zip lock bags, open candy 

dishes, and chocolate cake wrapped in aluminum foil do not 

constitute good storage against mice. If you have food items stored 

in classrooms, it is very important that they be stored in sealed 

glass, metal or heavy plastic containers. 

 

Look in lockers. 

Have you ever seen what can grow at the bottom of a kid’s locker? 

It is very important that lockers be cleaned out routinely. Prior to all 

school breaks, lockers should be cleaned out, as well as teachers’ 

desk and closets. 

 

Clear out clutter. 

Cluttered areas promote mouse populations. A clean area is one 

that a custodian can enter and mop or see the floor from wall to 

wall. We have found mouse problems in locked areas for which the 

custodian does not have a key.It is very important that custodial 

staff has access to all areas of the building so they can clean and 

empty the trash on a regular basis. 

 

Close it up.  

Mice do enter through propped open doors! It is not good from a 

heating, security or mouse prevention standpoint to prop doors 

open. If a room is too hot, a custodian should be notified. Propping 

the door open only makes heat run more, and propping the door on 

the hinge side can actually damage the door. If you have to prop 

the door open, use a door stop or wedge at the bottom of the door. 

Only prop doors open to bring items in, and then shut them 

immediately. 

 

 

 

 

Mice prevention takes a 

team approach 

 

When a mice problem is 

reported, do the following: 

 

1. Recruit the team.It is very 

important that teachers and 

administrators understand 

that they play an important 

role in the management of 

mice problems. It takes a 

three-part team to address 

mice problems, including 

teachers, custodians and 

EnviroSafe.  

2. Educate the staff.Give 

teachers this fact sheet to 

help them understand future 

preventive measures they 

can take. 

3. Address the problem. Set 

traps in problem area and 

clean areas of mouse activity 

withEco Washat 3 ounces 

per gallon, which will help 

remove odor and pheromone 

build-up. 
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Where there is a hole there is a way 

The safest, most effective way to resolve a mice problem is to not let them in. A mouse only needs a 

quarter-inch opening to gain entry to your facilities, and now is the time when mice will be probing your 

buildings for entrances. Keep them out by: 

 

 Checking doors on buildings to ensure they are properly 

sealed. Replace and repair weather stripping. Pay close 

attention to the new doors with piano hinges. They do not 

seal well on the hinge side. To seal these doors, use self 

adhesive automobile weather stripping.  Cut a small 

square and adhere it to the jam in the corner by the hinge. 

 

 Inspectingunivent screens toensure they are properly in 

place.  

 

It is not realistic that you will be able to seal all entrances, so it is 

very important that proper storage procedures be followed. These 

include: 

 

 Ensuring food items are stored in sealed glass, metal or 

heavy plastic containers. Zip lock bags do not classify as 

proper storage. Also, items such as colored macaroni and 

rice are mouse food.  Inspect preschool and kindergarten 

rooms and talk with teachers about sealing these items.   

 

 Mice can use everything from paper products and cotton 

balls to packing peanuts and yarn for their nesting 

materials. Store these items as you would food items.  

 

 Limiting eating areas and clean them thoroughly on a daily 

basis. No food residue means the mice are not going to 

make themselves at home for long. 

 

 Removing or discarding items that are not being used. 

Clutter promotes pest problems. 

 

 

 

 

Good IPM combines  

preventive measures with 

responsive solutions. 

 

If you have an active mice 

infestation, consider using the 

following: 

 

Snap traps.To make snap traps 

more effective, tie a small piece 

of dental floss to the trigger. 

Smear peanut butter on the 

floss. Or dip wood traps in beer 

to make them more effective. Do 

not use snap traps in areas 

accessible to children. 

 

Glue traps. Make sure traps are 

placed near the wall and in areas 

that will funnel mice to the trap. 

Bait traps with peanut butter or 

use pre-baited traps. 

 

Bucket traps. Using the bucket 

trap described below can be an 

excellent way to eliminate mice. 

One account caught 24 mice in a 

week using this trap. Remember 

to move traps from time to time. 
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Build a better mouse trap 

We recommend a simple, homemade mouse trap to eliminate mouse problems. To build this trap, you will 

need: 

 

 Five-gallon bucket 

 Yard stick 

 Metal coat hanger 

 Aluminum beer or pop can 

 

Directions 

 

1. Cut coat hanger to create a wire long enough to straddle the bucket opening. 

2. Punch the wire through the bottom of the can, making sure the wire come through the top of the 

can just above the point where the pull-tab attaches. 

3. Make sure the can is able to spin freely on the wire.  

4. Set up the trap as shown below, placing peanut butter on the can as shown: 

 

 
 

5. If the trap will be used in areas where it freezes, add some environmentally-safe antifreeze to the 

water to prevent it from freezing. (Note: This trap has also been used without water for those who 

would prefer not to kill the mice it catches.) 

 

 

 

 


